
Report to Environment and Licensing Committee

Subject: Revision to the Air Quality Action Plan

Date: 4th December 2018 

Author: Scientific Officer, Public Protection Service

Wards Affected:  Ernhale, Daybrook, Redhill and Woodthorpe

Purpose:  

To seek approval for the revised Air Quality Action Plan, which has been produced 
as a result of excessive air pollution levels along the A60 Mansfield Road.

Recommendation(s)

That members:

1.1 Approve the revised Air Quality Action Plan in Appendix A to go out to an 8 
week consultation in the manner set out in section 4 of the Air Quality Action 
Plan. 

1.2 Delegate authority to the Service Manager for Public Protection in consultation 
with Nottinghamshire County Council (the Highways Authority) and the 
Chairman of the Environment and Licensing Committee, to assess responses 
from the consultation to determine whether the Plan needs to be referred back 
to the Environment and Licensing Committee prior to adoption. 

1.3 Delegate authorty to the Service Manager for Public Protection in consultation 
with the Chairman of the Environment and Licensing Committee to make any 
minor amendments to the Plan following consultation and prior to adoption.

1.4 Subject to the results of the consultation, to approve the Air Quality Action Plan 
in Appendix A, with any minor amendments necessary, be adopted.

Background

2.1 The Environment Act 1995 introduced the concept of Local Air Quality 
Management which requires Local Authorities to carry out assessments of air 



quality in their areas to ensure it meets Air Quality Objectives (AQO) specified 
for a number of ‘pollutants of concern’, one of which is nitrogen dioxide.

2.2 As part of the Council’s annual monitoring programme in 2009 levels of the 
pollutant nitrogen dioxide were found to potentially exceed the annual AQO of 
40μg/m3 along the A60 Mansfield Road. Accordingly, a Detailed Air Quality 
Assessment was carried in 2010 targeted at this particular area. The results of 
the Detailed Assessment confirmed that the AQO is likely to be exceeded 
along the Mansfield Road from its junction with Oxclose Lane south to the 
junction with Egerton Road. As such an Air Quality Management Order 
(AQMA) was declared in April 2011.

2.3   The Council produced an Air Quality Action Plan; which was published in 2012 
following consultation with internal stakeholders, external partners, local 
residents, businesses and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA).

2.4 The Environment Act requires that Action Plans be periodically reviewed – 
while no time limit is set; ideally DEFRA expect this to occur no later than 
every five years and more frequently if significant changes to sources occur 
within your local area.

2.5 The revision has been delayed whilst up to date traffic data was obtained and 
the proposals for a Nottingham City Clean Air Zone were understood. Early 
option appraisal work on the Clean Air Zone included a zone that would have 
bordered with our AQMA; which would have charged for Heavy Goods, 
Buses/Coaches and Taxis. Should this option have been taken forward then 
this would have influenced the measures required in our Action Plan. 

2.6 The Action Plan has been drawn up in collaboration with Nottinghamshire 
County Council, Transport Officers and other stakeholders.

2.7 The Action Plan document has been re-written using the latest template 
supplied to the Council by DEFRA. In an effort to reduce the burden on Local 
Authorities DEFRA has reduced the required elements of Action Plans, making 
them shorter and less technical. 

As such below is an outline of the major changes between the two documents:

Targeting Actions

A package of measures continue to be implemented to improve air pollution, 
the focus being on the main contributor, road traffic.

Previous AQAP

Modelling of traffic data at the time indicated that diesel vehicles contribute the 



largest portion of the emissions. Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs), Buses and 
diesel cars shared the main proportion of these emissions; with diesel Light 
Goods Vehicles (LGVs) and petrol cars contributing to a lesser extent.

Therefore it was considered that when assessing the options for the Action 
Plan consideration should be given to targeting reductions in emissions from 
the commercial fleet (HGVs, Buses and LGVs); as these make up a large 
proportion of the emissions.

Proposed AQAP

New modelling of traffic data and particularly new emissions data has now 
changed the focus of attention toward diesel cars (50% of emissions). The 
commercial fleet (HGVs, Buses and LGVs) still plays a significant role (42% of 
emissions combined) and should continue to be a target for measures.

Completed AQAP Measures

Table 2.1 (p3) in the Proposed AQAP highlights measures which have either 
been explored and not taken further or have been implemented and 
completed.

Health Effects of Pollution

A section has been added highlighting the public health consequences of air 
pollution, in particular Nitrogen Dioxide.

Re-ordered Priorities 

In line with DEFRA guidance measures are now grouped together in Priorities 
agreed by the stakeholders. 

Priority 1 – Work with the Highways Authority to manage traffic 
volume and improve flows.

Priority 2 – Ensure that future development is designed to allow 
residents to make low emission transport choices.

Priority 3 – Promotion and education.

Priority 4 – Reduce emissions from buses and taxis.

Priority 5 – Reduce emissions from HGVs and LGVs. 

AQAP Measures

The measures contained in Table 5.1 (p17) in the proposed AQAP are 



grouped in the five priorities; the majority of these measures carry over from 
the previous plan.

Proposal

3.1 It is proposed that members approve the revised Air Quality Action Plan 2018 
Appendix A to go out to an 8 week consultation in the manner described in 
section 4 (p12) of the Plan. 

3.2 It is proposed that the consultation responses are considered by the Service 
Manager for Public Protection in consultation with the Chairman of the 
Environment and Licensing committee and with Nottinghamshire County 
Council (the Highways Authority) and other stakeholders. Should any 
significant changes be made to the plan as a result of the consultation 
response, these will be reported to Committee prior to the Plan being adopted.

3.3 It is proposed that if the consultation responses do not need further 
consideration by the Committee as outlined above, that members approve the 
Air Quality Action Plan 2018 in Appendix A.

Alternative Options

4.1 The Council could continue to implement the existing Action Plan, which is 
over 5 years old and against DEFRA guidance.

Financial Implications 

5.1 Some measures within the Action Plan would require financial commitment 
from the Council for which this is no current approved budget. However other 
forms of finance may be available (CiL, s106, DEFRA Grant funding) and 
measures would require full feasibility/cost benefit assessment and will require 
formal budget approval before any commitment is made.

Appendices

6.1 Appendix A – Draft Air Quality Action Plan 2018/9.

Background Papers

7.1 None

Reasons for Recommendations

To comply with the Environment Act 1995, Part IV, Section 84 and to ensure that 
local businesses and the public are consulted on the proposals. 


